
 

 

 

January/February 2019 

 

Dear Lake Mathews Community, 

 

The new year has begun and we are back into the routines and lots of 

learning! 

 

January marked the mid-term of 2nd trimester and the minimum day 

on Feb. 22 will be for teachers to prepare 2nd trimester report cards.  

The report cards will be sent home with students on March 1. 

 

As many of you may remember, the state test results are now report-

ed for the school and district on a 5 x 5 grid.  The goal is to show 

achievement growth each year.  Based on the formulas used to cal-

culate the point increase in ELA and math, the grid shows the loca-

tion of schools (for the district) and student groups for individual 

school reports in color coded squares.  The goal is to have student 

achievement improve each year for all students and  all student 

groups, with the blue squares being the highest level of growth.  We 

celebrated the results that indicated growth by students in all of our 

student groups.  Thank you for all of  your support and partnership 

with our students’ learning! 

 

Before we know it, spring will be here.  We appreciate your support 

with the academic focus and also with reminding students that the 

behavior expectations remain in place through the last day of school. 

 

A note of news about Mr. Jim, our crossing guard.  He is still on 

medical leave but does hope to return in March.  We are getting 

cards and notes to him.  Simply leave them in the front office for de-

livery. 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 
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Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 

 

Feb 13—Parent night, 6th gr  

Science Camp 

Feb 14—6th gr visit to Miller Middle 

School 

Feb 15 & 18—NO Classes, Lincoln’s 

and President’s Days 

Feb 22—Minimum Day, Dismissal, 

11:50 am 

Feb 26—Spring Picture Day 

Feb 28—Awards Assemblies 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

writing.  Parents are also re-

minded to be sure to read aloud 

with your child each day. 

In the curricular area of 

math, we will begin Module 4 in 

our Eureka math.  This module 

focuses on adding and subtract-

ing numbers within 10.  We will 

be working on this skill until 

Spring Break.  

Your child will be learning 

about weather and season in Sci-

ence as well as community help-

ers in the area of Social Stud-

ies.  We will also be talking 

about some of the upcoming holi-

days, which will include: Ground-

hog Day, President’s Day, Lin-

coln’s birthday, and Valentine’s 

Day. 

New this year: We offered 

an optional Parent Training in the 

curricular area of writing on Janu-

ary 28th.  The training was of-

fered at two different times to 

hopefully accommodate as many 

families as possible.  Parents were 

encouraged to bring children to 

the training and teachers went 

through a writing lesson with par-

ents and children.  We were very 

excited about this and enjoyed 

seeing all who were in attendance.  
   Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545    

smattsonrusd.k12.ca.us                              

Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 4354 

dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512 

                dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Rees  Ext.  43519 

                rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Kindergarten Chatter 
Kindergarten News 

February is a short quick 

month.  We have just celebrat-

ed the 100th day of school. 

Thank you to everyone that 

participated in dressing up as 

well as everyone that brought a 

collection of 100 things!  

This month we will be 

wrapping up our language arts 

unit on Neighborhoods and will 

be starting our next unit on 

Weather.  We will be reviewing 

the letters Hh, Dd, and Rr.  Our 

High Frequency words for this 

theme have been “are” and 

“for”. Please encourage your 

children to practice high-

frequency words at home and 

remind them to spell these-

words correctly in their      

 

TK News   

 

This is a busy month for our 

TK’s!  We start with Ground-

hog Day, then move to Valen-

tine’s Day, followed by Lin-

coln and Washington’s birth-

days.  We can barely keep up! 

Our theme for February is 

“Earth and Sky”.  We will be 

comparing night and day, 

learning how the weather 

changes and the four seasons.  

Then, finally, how we can take 

care of the earth. 

In math, we have learned our 

numbers 0-10.  This month the 

math focus is on Measurement.  

We will have lots of fun weigh-

ing, comparing length and vol-

ume. 

 
 

 

  Mrs. Burch,   Ext. 43505 

(mburch@rusd.k12.ca.us) 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

 

     Second graders will learn new and exciting things in the month of February!  In math, we will continue with Module 

5-Addition and Subtraction within 1,000.  Students will also continue working with the application word problems. Students will 

solve word problems using the RACE strategy.  They will restate the question, answer in complete sentences, cite evidence, 

and explain their thinking.  Please review math homework with students and reinforce the extra practice with them.  Students 

should have commited to memory adding and subtracting numbers to 20 by this point.     

In language arts, we will begin Theme 4, Better Together.  Students will read stories about team work and how working 

together is better than working alone.  Our reading comprehension strategies will include drawing conclusions and cause and 

effect. Please continue to read nightly and talk about the stories as they are being read to boost comprehension.  In writing, we 

will continue with opinion writing.  Students will write opinion pieces introducing a topic, state their opinion, provide reasons 

supporting their opinion, and write a conclusion.  They should be writing a 60+ word opinion piece. 

In science we will be wrapping up our Earth science unit and moving into our social studies Governing the People unit.  

Students will learn about governmental institutions and practices in the United States and other countries. 

Please continue to monitor your child’s behavior at school.  Remind them to be attentive listeners and follow direc-

tions quickly. As always, thank you for your encouragement and support.   

       The Second Grade Teachers 

      

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us)               

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510  (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

First Grade News 

First graders are off to a great start in this new year. It is exciting to see how much they have learned and 
grown so far. First graders are learning about the moon and its phases. Observing the moon each evening 
has been a fun activity! In social studies we will learn about people and communities in the past.  

In math we are working on measurement with standard and nonstandard units. You can support your child 
by comparing items at home. Using these sentence frames will help them remember to use the math vocab-
ulary. “The ____ is longer than the ____. A ____ is shorter than ____. ____ and ____ are the same length.”  

In language arts we have been learning about how children have fun and comparing our lives with other 
kids around the world. Our upcoming unit is about teamwork and learning how teams work together. Long /
a/, /e/, /i/, and /o/ sounds as vowel teams (for example ai, ea, oa) will be the focus in phonics and spelling. 
The comprehension strategies of making predictions, asking questions, and retelling stories will be covered 
in this unit. Have your child retell the stories he/she reads and asking him/her comprehension questions will 
help him/her learn to remember details and support their understanding the text. 

We appreciate all of the help you are giving your child this year.  

Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Nuttall Ext.43519   dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us       

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Mrs. Starr Ext 43509   cstarr@rusd.k12.ca.us 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us


Hello Bobcat Parents! 

Happy New Year 2019!  We hope that you all enjoyed a restful time off with your families. We 
are back and gearing up for an amazing new year ahead.  Here is a glimpse of what we are 
learning in the upcoming months. 
Math:  We have been focusing heavily on multiplication and division so far this year and will continue to review 
all of those facts.  Our next Eureka Module 4 will take us into the realm of fractions.  Many students are engaged 
with using Dream Box or Prodigy for extra practice, and we encourage their continued participation.  
Language Arts:  Our shift in writing will turn to opinion writing this trimester.  Always encourage your child to 
use neat penmanship or cursive and to use good sentence structure.  We need to continue with daily reading at 
home and building good fluency skills and reading with accuracy. 
Social Studies/Science:  We will be focusing on our studies for Riverside History and are preparing to take our 
field trip to the Jensen-Alvarado Ranch.  Please look for information coming home and make sure to turn in 
signed forms by the deadlines.  We are looking forward to stepping back in time and seeing what life was like 
here in Riverside in the late 1800’s..  
Thank you as always for your continued support and help with our students and classrooms! 
The Third Grade Team         Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Steel~ Ms. Sheskey           

                                                 ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43523)          (x43516)  

 Ms. Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)      Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)                                                                   

 Mrs. Flotron (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Steel  (msteel@rusd.k12.ca.us)        

 

Fourth Grade Fun 
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We hope everyone had an enjoyable break for the Winter Holidays, and is having a wonderful start to the new year.  There are many 

activities happening within the fourth grade so be sure to read notices coming home.  Here’s a glimpse at some things we will be learning. 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Our explorations in reading continue with the McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders program. As we move into Febru-

ary, we will be studying diverse text genres from poetry to persuasive articles.  We will be going on an in-depth examination of different com-

prehension skills and analyzing each one in the context of various genres. We will continue to practice vocabulary using context clues and oth-

er strategies for finding the meaning of unknown words. Each day we build upon our connections as we delve deeper into our content through 

collaborative conversations, writing, and close reading.     As for our genre writing focus, we will begin our next writing genre, opinion. We 

learn how to organize our thinking to form a clear opinion on a given topic, and how to support that opinion with facts and evidence. Please 

continue with nightly fluency practice to build strong skills. Please continue to make sure students are completing their nightly reading and 

practicing fluency. 

MATH:  During the next instructional cycle, we will concentrate on the key area of focus of Module 5: Fraction Equivalence, Ordering, and 

Operations. We will build on third grade work with unit fractions as they explore fraction equivalence and extend this understanding to mixed 

numbers. Students will continue to use a variety of visual representations, like tape diagrams and area models, to deepen their understanding 

of fractions, and the comparison of fractions to mixed numbers.  This module is considered a key area for our grade level and has forty-one 

lessons.  Please review your child’s math homework every night to reinforce what is being taught in the classroom.  As a reminder, homework 

support for our math lessons is available through Embarc.online, and/or the Great Minds Eureka website. Please continue to encourage your 

child to access Dreambox online regularly to help strengthen skills.  

 SOCIAL STUDIES:  For Unit 3 the study focus is – The Road to Statehood.   We will explore why people traveled to California, and what routes 

they took.  In addition we will be introduced to the discovery of gold and how it forever changed life in California.  

SCIENCE:  Our goal during the next trimester we will be to finish the Earth science unit. We will be studying rocks and minerals as wel l as 

environmental conditions that change the Earth.  Students will explore how the Earth has changed and continues to change because of these 

various forces. The fourth grade team would like to remind everyone that we have 4th Grade P.E. outdoors Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. 

Please make sure your child is wearing appropriate shoes or bringing shoes with them to change.  Also, please remind your child to use their 

breaks (before school, morning, and lunch recess) to use the restroom so they do not miss valuable instructional time.  

Please continue to check with your students nightly for reminders about homework and exciting upcoming events. We also encour-

age you to check your 4th grade teacher’s PowerSchool Learning website.    Thank you for your support. 

               Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

 Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
We are more than half way through trimester two! The students are making progress towards the rigorous standards that 

6th graders should meet by the end of the year.  

In language arts, we are reading the novel “Esperanza Rising” by Pam Munoz Ryan. Thank you to all of the parents who 
donated this novel to our classes! The novel is a beautiful story about a girl who has to face many changes and hardships in her life. 
As we read the story, we are focusing on comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, universal themes and what it means to struggle 
through hard times and find an inner strength. We are also using the novel to begin working on writing an opinion/ argument essay 
where we learn to look for evidence to support an opinion. Our district writing assessment will be in mid- February.   

In social studies, the students are finishing learning about the history and culture of ancient Egypt and starting to learn 
about ancient China. Students will continue to use textual evidence to support claims using primary sources by answering essential 
questions using the R.A.C.E. strategy.   

In math, the students started on Module 3, which focuses on Rational Numbers.  This is a critical unit in 6th grade.  The 
students will learn more about horizontal and vertical number lines. They will learn how to determine the location of both positive 
and negative numbers. In module 3, the students will learn about opposite numbers, the magnitude of numbers, and the absolute 
value of numbers. The final topic includes graphing numbers on a coordinate plane and answering statements about locations in 
real-world contexts. Students need to continue to go on DreamBox daily since the lessons directly relate to what we are learning in 
class. It is crucial that students know all multiplication facts up to 12 fluently in order to be successful with the next few topics in 6th 
grade.  

In science, the students have started learning about biotic and abiotic factors. They will know how to describe and identify 
different parts of an ecosystem and how the living and non-living factors are essential in an ecosystem. They will investigate how 
organisms and populations in an ecosystem depend on and may compete for biotic and abiotic factors. After this unit, the students 
will learn more about biomes. It is important that they complete all parts of the science labs since the labs are worth a significant 
portion of their investigation grade.  

On February 13th at 6:00pm in the MPR, we will be having a Science Camp parent meeting night. During this meeting we 
will be able to talk about what your 6th grader can expect when we go to Pali Institute on May 20- 22nd  and answer any questions or 
concerns you might have. 

On February 14th, the 6th graders will be going on a field trip to Miller Middle School to visit the campus and find out about 
electives and all of the exciting opportunities the will have next year. Permission Slips will be going home soon about this field trip. 
It is a half-day trip and we will be back before lunch on that day. We do not need any chaperones for this field trip. 

Finally, be on the lookout for our final candy gram sale of the year!  We will be selling Valentine’s Day candy grams to sup-
port our 6th grade end of the year field trip.  Please contact your child’s teacher if you would like to volunteer to help with the candy 
grams. Thank you again for all of your continued support.           If you have any questions for us feel free to contact us!  

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us   

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 

Students have been hard at work as we head into the last half of our second trimester!  During the month of February, students will be 

practicing for their 5th Grade Physical Fitness Testing.  Exercises include push-ups, curl-ups, a mile run, and various flexibility measures.  

Official physical fitness testing will take place in mid-March.  Students and families will be notified of the date in advance. Please do what 

you can to ensure that your child is present on that day.  It would be greatly appreciated!  Our instructional focus for the next month will be 

the following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  We will continue working with both literature and informational texts, focusing on various topics like recognizing pat-

terns in nature, being resourceful, and appreciating different cultures.  In writing, students are working on opinion essays, which bring to-

gether all the skills they have been practicing throughout the year, like organizing notes, using multiple resources, and citing and explain-

ing textual evidence.  Students are working hard to defend their opinions using textual evidence as support! 

MATH:  We will be adding and subtracting fractions, as well as learning about benchmark fractions, showing fractions on a number line, 

and solving word problems involving fractional parts.  Since a working knowledge of math facts is necessary in order to be successful with 

this topic, please continue to encourage your student to practice multiplication math facts on a regular basis.  Online practice can also 

take place on Dreambox, Prodigy, or Multiplication.com. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We are currently learning about the first colonies and will soon move into the causes and key events that led up to the 

American Revolutionary War.  At this time, students have already chosen a state for their state report class research project.  Students 

have begun taking notes for the required sections of their report and are being paced through their project by their classroom teacher.  

Students will create Google slides to accompany their oral presentation.  Reports will be turned in and presentations will take place on 

Wednesday, March 13th. 

SCIENCE:  Our focus is currently on Earth science.  Students are learning about the water cycle, Earth’s usable water resources, 

and water reclamation and conservation.  After that, they will be learning about Earth’s atmosphere, including air pressure, the 

effects of the ocean on air temperature, and severe weather around the globe.  We continue our preparation for the 5th Grade 

California Science Test which will take place in April/May along with our other required state testing in math and language arts 

The Fifth Grade Team  

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mlcervantes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Sanchez Ext. 43517  (mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  
Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 (nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 31 February 

1 
 

2 

3 4 
 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 
 

 

12 13 
6th gr      

science  

camp parent 

night, 6 –7 

pm 

14 
6th grade visit 

to Miller   

Middle school 

 

15 
Lincoln’s Day 

NO Classes 

 

16 

17 18 
President’s 

Day 

NO Classes 

19 
 

20 
 

    

21 
 

 

22 
Minimum Day 

Dismissal: 

11:50 am 

23 

24 

    

25 

 

26 

Spring     

Pictures 

 

27 28 

Award  

Assemblies 

  

      

       2019 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 


